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vi INTRODUCTION.

alone they can attain their highest and most sub-
stantial good. With the sincere prayer that the
truths set forth in the reasons, “ Why I am a
New Churchman,” may be of as much service to
others as they have been to the author, he com-
mends the little book to all who are seeking for
light and rest.










OF CHRISTIANITY DEMANDED. 9

losophy, and reason, with results that, to say the
least, have greatly modified the opinions con-
cerning their Divine authenticity and the abso-
lute truth of the doctrines derived from them.

EFFECT OF THE NEW KNOWLEDGE.

The inevitable result has been the weakening
of confidence in the complete and final truth of
the doctrines of Christianity as they have been
taught and generally accepted. There is a
prevalent feeling in the churches of every neme,
and especially in those which contain the great-
est number of intelligent people, that the doc-
trines embodied in the creeds of Christendom
do not meet the wants of the present time.
They do not remove honest doubts; they do not
give the people who accept them strength to
bear the burdens of labor and sorrow, and light
to guide them in the intricate and perplexing
paths. of duty; and they fail to provide them
with the means of continual advancement into
new knowledge concerning their most important
interests. They are not taught in the distinct
affirmative and emphatic manner they formesy
were: They are. not taught so tondn s Yo
































































































MAN DERIVES HIS FORM FROM THE LORD. 41

infinitely short of a particular and adequate
comprehension of the purity, power, and extent
of their perfections.

THE LORD IN THE HUMAN FORM.

But this central truth that man descends from
Jehovah and derives his nature from Him, ac-
cording to the universal laws of heredity, applies
not only to the qualities embodied in the Divine
and in human nature, but also to the form in
which these qualities exist; or, in other words,
the form which the various faculties of the
Divine and those of the human mind, in their
combined order, assume that they may act to-
gether, and compose one personal being. This
form, as we all know, in man is the human.
It follows, as a logical necessity and an immu-
table law of heredity, that the Lord from whom
man descends must be in the human form also.
There are no exceptions to this law in the crea-
tion, so far as we know, and it would be- easy
to show that there can be none. A human
child must have a human parent.
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THE WHOLE TRINITY IN JESUS CHRIST. 45

it. In the one person of our Lord Jesus Christ
we have the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We
have a distinct trinity and a personal unity, of
theé sanre nature as that which exists in every
human being. We have therefore but one Divine
Person, but one object of love, thought, and wor-
ship. For me the problem of the unity of the
Divine Trinity in one person, “in whom dwells
the fulness of the Godhead bodily,” is perfectly
solved. I find examples of it in myself and in
every human being.

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES OF THE DIVINE TRINITY
AND UNITY.

This truth of the unity of the Trinity in the
one person of our Lord Jesus Christ is also
plainly and specifically taught by the Lord in
His Word. “The Father dwelleth in me.” “He
that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” The
Father dwells in the Son, the human nature, as
man’s spiritual body dwells in his material body.
‘We see Jehovah, the Father, in the person of
Jesus Christ, as we see man’s spirit when we
look upon-the material body. The human mind,
called the Son, is the medium or the mediatar






A REAL ATONEMENT. 47

of man’s fallen nature, to enlighten his igno-
rance, to correct his errors, to remove his evils,
and to restore his fallen and corrupt nature to
spiritual life and the perfections of its original
image and likeness.

THE ATONEMENT A REAL AND RATIONAL ONE.

In this way the doctrines of the New Church
give me a real Atonement which satisfies every
demand of justice, manifests in the most pathetic
manner every quality of mercy, and accom-
plishes the work of reuniting man to the Lord
and of restoring to him the Divine image lost
by sin. They show how this work was effected
by Jehovah. They demonstrate the necessity of
His becoming incarnate. All the theories which
have been devised by man concerning the pay-
ment of a debt—vicarious suffering of the inno-
cent to satisfy the demands of Divine justice
upon the guilty, the idea of the transfer of
righteousness from the innocent to the guilty,
and especially the division of the Divine Being
into two distinct persons of diverse if not oppo-
site characters, which is the most fakel error W
the whole system of theology—are sWegh WY






TO RESTORE HIS IMAGE TO IT. 49

of suffering to appease His wrath and avert His
vengeance. It presents Him to us as a Divine
Father, as a Being of infinite love and mercy,
with a heart full of tenderness for His lost, suf-
fering, and dying children, who follows them in
every step of their wandering from Him, who
never for a moment remits any effort which His
infinite wisdom can devise and His omnipotent
power carry into effect, to save them from sin
and sorrow, and bring .them back to His arms
and His heart.

‘When all other means had failed, He came
Himself, in the only way He could come. He
took upon Himself man’s fallen nature. He
came to man in the guise of a servant. By
His own lips He taught man the truth con-
cerning his fallen and perishing condition, and
showed him by precept and example how to
escape from the death of sin and to gain eternal
life. He gave sight to the blind, that He might
show His power to open their spiritual eyes,
blinded by sinto the light of Divine truth. He
caused the deaf to hear, that He might open
their ears to the words of eternel We. We

raised the dead, that He might give o men ™
c d 5






TO HELP THEM TO LIVE WITH HIM. b1

others, is quite a different thing from sending
another, even your own son. How near it brings
the Lord to us! How His kindness and gentle-
ness and faithful labor and patient suffering for
us while we were His enemies win our hearts
and draw us to Him! He is no longer an inac-
cesgible God. He has made the way to Him plain
and easy. He has bridged the gulf between us
and Him. His hand is always held out to help
and bless us; His heart is always open to wel-
come us. I am a New Churchman because the
doctrines of the New Church clear away all the
obstructions which human theories had placed
between me and the Lord, and restore Him to
my understanding and my heart distinct and
glorious in personal unity.

THE NEW DOCTRINES REVEAL MAN TO HIMSELF.

Turning from the disclosures which these doc-
trines make concerning the Lord to what they
teach us concerning man, I find the same con-
vincing reasons for accepting them. They do
in reality reveal man to himself. They reverse
common opinion concerning the umam s,
It is diflicult to find language that wi\ P O RO






BEING IN THE HUMAN FORM. 53

Consequently we cannot make it a subject of
distinct thought and consciousness. We can-
not bring it into the domain of the reason and
understanding, and all progress in knowledge
concerning it is made impossible. I believe the
doctrines of the New Church because they draw
aside the veil of flesh and introduce me to the
spirit itself. They give me a distinct and rational
doctrine concerning the spirit, which satisfies all
the wants of my affections and understanding,
and admits me into a new world of knowledge
and life.

THE SPIRIT AN ORGANIZED HUMAN FORM.

They teach that the spirit is the man himself;
that it is in the human form; that this form is
organized as a whole, and in every least part,
without and within, in the same manner as the
material body; that it has a heart, lungs, brains,
viscera, nerves, arteries, and veins; that these
organs perform the same functions for man as
a spiritual being that the corresponding organs
perform for him as a material being; that they
sustain the same relations to one snother, 3™
combined constitute the spiritas)l man W™ e
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SUBSTANCE ESSENTIAL TO EXISTENCE. 55
is a spirit. He is the Creator. Must He not be
the most substantial Being in the universe? If
He were without form and substance, it would
be absurd to predicate love, wisdom, intelli-
gence, power, and action of Him. There would
be no subject to which to refer these attributes.

THERE ARE DISTINCT DEGREES OF SUBSTANCES.

The doctrines of the New Church avoid this
absurdity by teaching that substance exists in
several distinct degrees; that there are Divine,
spiritual, and material substances. We know
that material substance exists in distinct planes
or degrees. It assumes the form of solid, fluid,
gas, ether, and aura. These degrees possess
different qualities, have distinct motions, and
perform different functions in the creation. The
principle of analogy leads directly and inevitably
to the conclusion that there can be spiritual
substances which are as essential to spiritual
existence as matter is to material objects. We
have then a solid basis to stand on; we have a
substance to work with and a distinct subject
of thought and affection. We. are not cow-

pelled to affirm and practically to deny Tne WO






THE NEW IDEA OF DEATH. 67

thought of it, the innocent and the guilty shrink
from it. Itis regarded as the most terrible token
of the Divine displeasure and the severest pun.
ishment of sin. It is unnatural, a disturbance
of the Divine order, an unmitigated curse.
Christians as well as heathen mourn and refuse
to be comforted because those who were dear to
them are not. They clothe their bodies in black
and their faces with sadness. The death of the
material body is practically regarded as the end
of distinct, conscious, substantial life. How can
it be otherwise, when the spirit is regarded as
an essence or force without form or substance?
The spirit vanishes away as a vapor; the body
returns to dust. This is all the report the senses
can bring to us from the departed.

The doctrines of the New Church present this
change in an entirely new light. As the spirit is
the man in a substantial human form, the death
of the material body is caused by the resurrec-
tion of man from it. The material body is only a
material garment woven of material substances,
for his temporary use in the material world.
It bears the same relation to the man e
that the chaff bears to the wheat, or {he WOr™ 0












SUBSTANTIAL TO THE SPIRITUAL SENSES. 61

quisite beauty than is possible to gross matter.
They are finer in texture and glow with more
splendid colors. But spiritual objects are not
hard and inflexible like those composed of mate-
rial substances. They yield to the power of the
will and become the forms and representatives
of the affections and thoughts of the inhabitants.

The principle is the same that everywhere
prevails among men in this world. Every one
endeavors to surround himself with objects and
conditions that are in harmony with his tastes.
Very few, however, are able to accomplish this,
owing to the intractable nature of matter and to
the limitations of their means. We are com-
pelled to adjust ourselves to our environment,
and content ourselves with such means of com-
fort and pleasure as we can procure. But in the
spiritual world the relation is reversed. The
dress, the dwelling, the landscape, and every-
thing without is the form of the thoughts and
affections of the inhabitants. Consequently
the objects which surround the citizens of the
spiritnal world satisfy their tastes and meet every
want. The promise is fulfilled, “ Ye may ask
what ye will, and it shall be given you.”

: 6












GROUNDS OF FAITH IN THESE FACTS. 65

ing, and enjoying, to which there are no assign-
able limits beyond which we may not pass.

PROOF OF THE TRUTH OF THESE DOCTRINES.

But it may be said, and often is said, This
may be a very pleasing belief, but what evidence
have we that it is true? Do we rely on the testi-
mony of Swedenborg for the truth of our doc-
trines concerning the spiritual nature of man
and the realities of the spiritual world? These
are fair questions and they demand an explicit
answer. If they cannot be answered satisfac-
torily, there will be sufficient grounds for their
rejection, or, at least, for a suspension of faith in
them. I offer the following reasons for implicit
belief in them.

THERE ARE NO FACTS TO DISPROVE THEM.

1. There is nothing in the nature of man, nor
in any human knowledge, nor in revelation, that
disproves them. Ignorance is no ground for the
rejection of any doctrine or theory upon any
subject. The common objection to the substan-

tial and formal existence of the humsan sgpirit and
e 6%






IGNORANCE NO PROOF AGAINST THEM. 67

present time. The answer is: Men were not in
an intellectual condition to discover and under-
stand the secret and universal laws of nature,
and they did not need the services which her
mighty forces now render to them. What could
the Indian have done with the steam-engine, the
railroad, and the factory? The question resolves
itself into the simple one, Why must the infant
wait many years for the strength, intelligence,
and general capacities of manhood? Human
ignorance is no objection against the truth of
any theory or doctrine, nor the fact that it was
not previously known. There must be the first
time.

These are negative grounds for the accept-
ance of the doctrines of the New Church. But
there are affirmative reasons of the strongest
character.

THE TESTIMONY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.

8. It is often averred that there is no testi-
mony of eye-witnesses or personal experience
to the existence of spiritual beings in a sub-
stantial human form and to a spiritual world
adapted to their nature and wants. No one has

N












THE INFALLIBLE TEST OF TRUTH. 71

substantial perfections of the human spirit in
form, organization, and personality, and to the
objective existence of a spiritual world as solid to
the spiritual foot and as real to the touch of the
spiritual hand and as distinct and real to the spir-
itual senses as this world is to the natural senses.

If the ideas, or the absence of knowledge,
which have prevailed in the churches concerning
spirits and the spiritual world, are true, Sweden-
borg’s disclosures can have no basis in fact. But
if common opinion is correct, other and much
more important results must logically follow.
All that is preached in sermons and published
in books about the future life of man must be
.a creation of .fancy. It can have no basis in
certain knowledge, for the possibility of such
knowledge is denied. = The common theories
and opinions destroy themselves, as well as the
disclosures of Swedenborg. But if the substan-
tial and conscious existence of the spirit sepa-
rate from the material body is admitted, one of
the greatest obstacles to the admission of Swe-
demborg’s disclosures concerning the mode of ex-
istence and the state of society In the spwiwesh
world will be removed.






HARMONY WITH DIVINE TRUTH. 73

generally accepted, his testimony is worthy of all
credence.  Any statement he makes demands
affirmative consideration and belief.

TRUE GROUNDS FOR ACCEPTING HIS DIS- .
CLOSURES.

But he does not ask any one to accept a single
fact he discloses merely on his authority, though
he repeatedly affirms in the most solemn manner
that the doctrines he teaches are true, and that
he has given a true report of what he heard and
saw in the spiritual world. He does not ask any
one to shut his eyes or reason, and accept the
doctrines and disclosures in a blind faith. On
the contrary, he counsels every one to open his
eyes, to consult the Lord in His Word, to exercise
the understanding and learn the rational grounds
of the doctrines, and he helps every one in a
remarkable manner to see and understand for
himself. He fortifies every position with the
sanctions of immutable principles. He advances
from the known to the unknown, and shows how
every step is a natural result of former ones.
There is no weak point in his logie. Ths entze
gystem, as a whole and in every lesst ATy,
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TO ENOWLEDGE OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. 79

faculties were not asleep. He could write with

“his own hand and with his own natural intelli-
gence what he saw and heard in the spiritual
world, in the same way that he could express in
natural language what he saw and heard in this
world. He was consciously in both worlds at
the same time. He could go and come from
one world to the other by the opening or closing
of his spiritual senses. It was not a passage
through space: it consisted in a change of state
in himself, and was a normal process of which
many instances are recorded in the Bible.

SWEDENBORG GIVES EVERY TEST OF THE TRUTH
OF HIS CLAIMS DEMANDED.

This is precisely what men have demanded.
Let some one come back and report what he has
seen and heard, and we will believe what he says.
Swedenborg did this for twenty-seven years.
All that he says is coherent with itself and with
the universal laws of man’s spiritual nature, so
far as we have any knowledge of them. He
reports nothing contrary to what the Tord haes
revealed in His Word. On the coptrary,Swedsn-






DEMANDS FOR PROOF OF HIS STATEMENTS. 81

UNJUST TO HIM AND DISASTROUS TO MEN.

This is a cruel injustice to the man, and a
most disastrous rejection of clear and rational
light on the most important questions of man’s
nature and destiny. I cannot do it. His dis-
closures come to me with a power which I can-
ot and have no desire to resist. They satisfy
my reason ; they confirm my belief in the good-
less and wisdom of the Lord, and they open be-
fore me the grandest prospects for the attainment
of intelligence, power, and happiness. They
tatisfy every demand of my nature with regard
to the continuance of my being in a substantial
buman form, in a substantial spiritual world. I
accept them without a shadow of doubt. They
have given me the power to say with undoubting
tonviction, I am immortal. I am to preserve
luy consciousness and identity not only untouched
but increased and increasing forever.

THE TESTIMONY OF REVELATION.

But there are other, and, if possible, stronger
reasons for full acceptance and unwavering belief
in the truths revealed in the writings of Swedsn-
S












ADAPTED TO EVERY STATE. 85

revelation is an adaptatioﬁ of the old one to the
low natural condition and special wants of men.
It was not made at once, but continued through
thousands of years, as the wants of men required.
The fundamental principles of Divine truth were
engraved on tables of stone; its truths were em-
bodied in composed and real histories; in para-
bles and precepts; in prophetic visions and
song; and finally in the record of the Lord’s
-incarnation, His instruction, His example, suf-
fering, death, and resurrection. But in all these
forms of expression, the spoken and the written
word, the sound and the letter, were signs of the
unwritten and created Word, which retained their
original meaning. The vocal and written lan-
guage was only a means adapted to the special
office of communicating to men the created
‘Word in a form adapted to the state of their
intelligence. Every object of nature and action
©f men retained the same meaning it had in the
Tbeginning, before there was any vocal or written
language. Its application to natural events and
Thuman history did not annul its universal mean-
ing. Tt only added a special one.
8






NATURE A DIVINE LANGUAGE. 87

delight and joy. These are examples of a uni-
versal mode of expression. Every action of the
material body is the effect of a spiritual cause;
of some state or action of the intellect and the
affections. This is well understood and univer-
sally acknowledged.

THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE THE EMBODIMENT OF
THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES.

Precisely in the same way the material uni-
verse, including man and the three kingdoms of
nature in all the motions, qualities, and activi-
ties of matter, is the form and infinitely varied
expression of the love, intelligence, and power
of the Lord. Every mineral and plant, every
animal and human being, is a manifestation and
expression of the affections and thoughts and
purposes of the Lord, and an example of His
methods of carrying His purposes into effect.
They are a created language, and there is no
language where their voice is not heard. Ac-
cording to this inherent and universal relation
between nature and spirit, the creation and the
Creator, every natural object corresponds ¢o exd. -
represents some quality in fhe Divine neture wod






NATURE THE INSTRUMENT OF REVELATION. 89

they appear in the letter, in their inner mean-
ing the Scriptures are organic and form a unit
like the organs of the material body.

SWEDENBORG@’S MAIN WORK CONSISTS IN DEMON-
STRATING THIS RELATION.

By far the largest part of Swedenborg’s writ-
ings is devoted to teaching the inner, spiritual
meaning of the Bible. He gives the spiritual
meaning of Genesis, Exodus, and the Revelation,
or, to express the same idea in a different form,
he has translated the natural objects and events
recorded in Scripture into the language of the
spirit. He has done this not merely by giving
the general meaning, as commentators do, by
inference: he has translated these portions of
Scripture chapter by chapter, verse by verse,
word by word. He has shown that even the
letters have a specific meaning, and that this is
the reason for the change of some names, as
Abram to Abraham. In this work he has quoted
from every part of the Word and nearly the
whole of it. He gives the precise meaning of
numerals, of the most common objects and ac-
tions, and of the wildest visions of the prophets.

/%






UNIVERSAL AND CONSISTENT. 91

specific idea. Such a translation would be im-
possible in the nature of things, if there were no
inherent relation between the natural object and
the gpiritual prototype. No human intelligence
could invent such a system. The statement of
the principle, and its application in giving the
8piritual meaning of almost the whole of Serip-
ture, embracing every peculiar form of expres-
8ion, amount to a demonstration of its truth.

BY THIS SYSTEM OF INTERPRETATION THE BIBLE
I8 SEEN TO BE THE WORD OF THE LORD.

But there is still further, and, if possible,
Iore conclusive. evidence that the Scriptures
8re written according to this relation between
Datural and spiritual things. By the application
Of this science the veil of natural objects,
Actions, and events is removed, and the Divine
truths they were employed to reveal appear in
their distinet and genuine forms. The change is
Wik that caused in a grand and beautiful land-
S<ape by the lifting of a dense mist from it. As
e air grows clear illusions are dispelled ; veiled
Torms stand out in a distinet light. The obscure
becomes plain, the horizon 8 IndeliniRy «®







INTERPRETATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 93
the Word of the Lord ; that by its application a
true and satisfactory knowledge of God, of the
$piritual world, and of man’s spiritual nature
and the means of its continual development can
be obtained from the Lord Himself. I believe it
because it accords with all true knowledge of the
Material world, with my highest conceptions of
-the Lord’s love and wisdom, and what must be
His purpose in the creation of man. I believe it
because in every step I take in examining the
Lord’s Word and works I find nothing to excite
doubt, but increasing confirmations of the truth
that the Word has, above and entirely distinct
from its natural meaning, a spiritual meaning
which the letter was given to express.

I know how absurd and impossible such a
doctrine seems to those who have not examined
the grounds of it in the nature of man and the
Lord. I know they call it fancy and regard
it with contempt and aversion. But I know
€qually well that its truth can be substantiated
by facts that are universally accepted ; that it is
in the line of all true science, and will bear any
test a knowledge of nature or spirit can apply to
1t It satisfies every demand which my reason













A NEW KIND OF FREEDOM. 97

open the doors into the wide realms of man’s
spiritual nature and the spiritual world, and pro-
vide us with the means of moving freely in the
paths which lead to true wisdom and the Lord.
They give us the power of communing with men
on the interior plane of their nature. They call
a distinctly new class of faculties into play, and
enable us to move easily in the paths of spiritual
order. Truth is the way, the path of light. The
truth gives freedom and the power to penetrate
into the deepest mysteries,

THE NEW TRUTHS SOLVE OLD PROBLEMS.

There are many dark enigmas which have re-
sisted every effort of science and philosophy and
revelation, as men have understood it, to solve
them; and the faith of many good men in the
love and wisdom of God has been sorely tried,
and the belief of multitudes has been destroyed
or made impossible by their inability to penetrate
the mysteries of sin and sorrow. The difficulty
of solving these problems does not consist so
much in the problems themselves as in the want
of higher truths, which throw light on their
mysteries and reveal their causes and nature.

E g )






A TRUE POINT OF VIEW ESSENTIAL. 99

the first step in his existence. If we do not
know what the next step is, and do not see any
relation between the first and the second step,
we have no means of judging of the purpose
and qualities of the first. We cannot under-
stand anything until we can look down upon it
from a point of view higher than itself. The
real beauty, order, and purpose of this world can
be seen only in the light of the spiritual world.
The real use and nature of the material body,
and the infinite skill with which it is organized
and adapted to all the substances and forces of
nature to secure the end for which it was created,
can be known and comprehended only when its
forms and forces and delicate mechanism are
regarded from the spirit. The existence of sin
and suffering can be understood only when we
have some true knowledge of the nature of man
and of the Lord’s purpose in his creation.

THE-NEW DOCTRINES GIVE THIS KNOWLEDGE.

The question is .often asked, but with despair
of receiving a satisfactory answer, why the
Lord suffered sin to enter the world; why He
permits want and pain and SOrTOW: Smes, v




































USEFUL LABOR A BLESSING. 111

the means by which true charity is exercised and
a heavenly character formed. No one can be
regenerated who does not render some useful
service to men.

USEFUL LABOR CONDUCIVE TO HAPPINESS.

This view of the use and purpose of labor
dignifies and ennobles it. It lifts the burden
and the curse from it. If the doctrine were
generally accepted and understood, it would
change the whole aspect of industrial life. Be-
neath the wet brow, the callous hand, and the
soiled garments, men would see the noble pur-
pose, the faithful work, and the tender regard
for the good of others. Through the smoke and
din of the shop, the darkness of the mine, and
the dust of the field, they would recognize the
pure motive and the bright face of charity.
They would find faithful servants in the kitchen
and store and factory; faithful servants as master
and mijstress; faithful workers among poor and
rich, and in every occupation. The noblest in
nature and the highest in station, when judged
by heavenly standards, would be those who per-
formed their use from love to the Lord and man.






THE NEW TRUTHS MAKE A NEW WORLD. 113

THE NEW TRUTHS MAKE A NEW EARTH.

I am a New Churchman because the doctrines
of the Church have made and are constantly
making a new world of this earth. In the light
of its truths every object in it is new. The rock
and the dead mould, the plant and animal, the
fish in the sea and the bird in the air, planet and
star and sun and moon, insect and flower,—all,
singly and in their relations to one another and
to man, have a new meaning. They are not the
“works of nature:” they are the works of the
Lord. They are not things which He once
created and cast from His hand, and which no
longer have any vital connection with Him. He
is creating them now. ¢ Sustentation is per-
petual creation.” ¢ They are new every morn-
ing and fresh every evening.” The Lord is a
living, a constant Creator. I see what He is
doing to-day. I see His love and wisdom and
constant care for me and for all His children in
all the forms and forces of the earth. I see His
methods of creating and providing for human
wants and of blessing His children, in the beauty
of the flower, the growing fruit, and the ripen-
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poor, and only the faint prophecy of what the
Lord has in store for us. He makes every step
in life as easy and pleasant as possible in itself,
and the means of progress to a higher and a
better good. He restrains us in love and tender
mercy when we wander from the true path, and
rewards us with joy and peace when we walk
in His ways. By these kind, loving, and wise
means He wins and leads us to trust in Him at
all times, in adversity as well as in prosperity,
knowing that He is always on our side, and
doing everything in His power to save us from
sin and sorrow, and to bestow upon us the
richest blessings He can induce us to accept
from His hands. Infinite love woos us, infinite
wisdom guides us. We rest on the Rock of Ages.
I am a New Churchman because every move-
ment in the progress of the human race is a step
towards the principles of the New Church which
were published to the world more than a century
ago. The great currents in the ocean of thought
are moving towards them. The rejection of old
dogmas, the disintegration of old systems of the-
ology from which all life has departed, and the
loud call for the revision of creeds oxe pregwse-
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that they are a statement of the laws of the
Divine order on the spiritual plane of life, in-
creases with every step in their examination.
This is the crucial test of the truth of every
doctrine or theory; and the doctrines of the
New Church bear this test without any failure.
This is why I know them to be true.

Finally, I am a New Churchman because the
doctrines of the New Church are derived from
the Word of the Lord, which is Divine truth
itself, by a perfectly scientific system of interpre-
tation, and are in perfect harmony with all true
knowledge of the works of God. The spiritual
and the natural are complements of each other,
and agree in principle in every particular, except
that the spiritual is on a distinctly higher plane
of the creation than the other. The natural an-
swers to the spiritual, as effect to cause, as body
to-spirit. The Lord is the Word. The Sacred -
Scriptures are the written Word, because they
contain and reveal the laws of the Divine order.
The material universe is the created Word, be-
cause it embodies the same laws in all their
forms and forces. Both revelations meet in man,
and are the concordant expression of the laws of






THE FAITH OF THE NEW CHURCH.

I

GoD IS ONE IN ESSENCE AND PERSON.

“ The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O
Israel; THE LorDp oUR GoD IS ONE LORD: and
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul.” (Mark xii. 29, 30.)

« Hear, O Israel: JEHOVAH OUR GoD IS ONE
JEHOVAH: and thou shalt love Jehovah thy God
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.”” (Deut.
vi. 4, 5.)

“] AM JEHOVAH, AND THERE IS NONE ELSE, THERE
18 No Gop BEsIDES ME.” (Isa. xlv. 5.)

II.

TaE Lorp JEsus CHRIST 1s THE ONE Gob.

“ Surely God is in thee ; and there is none besides,
No Gob: Veriy Thou art a God that hidest Thyself,
O God of Israel, THE Saviour.” (Isa. xlv. 14, 15.)

“Am not I Jehovah? and there is no God else
beside me. Look unto me, THAT YE MAY BE SAVED,
all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there
is none else.” (Isa. xlv. 21, 22.)

“Z am Jehovah; and beside me there s O
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AS HIS MATERIAL BODY, CAPABLE OF RECEIVING
LIFE BY CONSTANT INFLUX FROM THE LoORD.

“ God created man in His own image, in the image
of God created He him, male and female created He
them.” (Gen. i. 27.)

“ And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life ; and man became a living soul.” (Gen. ii. 7.)

The whole of Sacred Secripture implies that
man is a moral and a spiritual being. He is con-
stantly regarded as a being capable of knowing
and loving, which are essential spiritual faculties.

V.

THE SACRED SCRIPTURE IS A REVELATION OF
THE DIVINE LOVE AND WISDOM, AND OF THE LORD’S
METHODS OF CREATING, GOVERNING, SAVING, AND
BLESSING MAN. - LIkE HimserLr, THE WORD Is
DIVINE AND HUMAN; LIKE MAN, IT IS SPIRITUAL
AND NATURAL. IT IS ADAPTED TO EVERY DEGREE
AND SPECIAL STATE OF HUMAN INTELLIGENCE. Ir
IS THE MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION AND CONJUNC-
TION BETWEEN MAN AND THE ANGELS AND THE
Lokrb.

“ In the beginning was the Worp, and the WoRrD
was with God, and the Worp was God.” (John
i 1)

« Forever, O Jehovah, thy WORD is setlled in
heaven.” (Psalm cxix. 89.)
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AND ASSOCIATES WITH THEM. THE RIGHTEOUS ARE
LED TO HEAVEN BY THEIR GOOD LOVE, AND THE
WICKED ARE DRAWN TO HELL BY THEIR EVIL LOVE.
THE BOOK OF LIFE, WHICH IS MAN’S RULING LOVE,
IS OPENED, AND EVERY ONE IS JUDGED BY WHAT
IS WRITTEN IN IT.

“ And I saw the dead, small and great, stand be-
fore God ; and the books were opened ; and another
book was opened, which is the book of lfe: and the
dead were judged out of those things which were
writlen in the books, according to their works.” (Rev.
xx. 12.)

THE END.
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