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celestial angel immediately sees that something is true because such an angel lives from 
love. A spiritual angel sees that something is true because he or she understands it very 

well and can see how it is true.  
The three degrees of heaven – using the same terms – describe how the highest or inmost 

celestial heaven is focused on the Lord in worship and adoration; the middle or spiritual 
heaven is focused on love of others or charity; and the lowest, third or natural heaven is 

focused on being of use and in obedience to 
the Lord. All three are truly heavenly and 
none of them are inferior to or less 

important than any of the others. They are 
all rightful parts of our spiritual life. 

This pattern of two kingdoms and three 
degrees fits in very well with all the colours, 
rather like Joseph’s coat of many colours 

showing how Divine life appears in different 
ways or ‘wavelengths’. I have tried to show 

this in this chart, but some of it is 
speculative, and some colours could be 
seen in other positions. Swedenborg does 

not give much clear indication apart from 
the red flame of love and the white 

brightness of truth. In putting this chart 
together I have also thought about the 
colours of hell. 
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Correspondences 
Pigs 
Pigs tend to love wallowing in mud which 

then becomes filthy from their own 
excretions. They may do this in order to 
keep cool or relieve itching or perhaps 

from sheer enjoyment. For this reason, 
their correspondence is to do with the 

hells and the kinds of love that are 
prevalent there. These can be seen to be 
a love of self-indulgence, a love of sensual 

pleasures for their own sake, a love of  

 
having more and more, a love of enjoying 

filthy thoughts and desires. All of these 
issue from a basic love of ourselves above 
anything else, and this is a hell.  

Another related correspondence of pigs is 
with the love of defiling anything good and 

true, again coming from wallowing in their 
own filth, in which there is a delight in 
reducing anything of truth or sacredness 

to something of ridicule and despising.    
 

 

 Celestial 
↓ 

Kingdom 

Spiritual 
↓ 

Kingdom 

   

Celestial Heaven Red       ↓ White    ↓ 

Spiritual Heaven Green    ↓ Yellow  ↓ 

Natural Heaven Marbled ↓ Blue      ↓ 

   

   

Mildest Hell Light 
brown    ↑ 

Pale 
Grey   ↑ 

Worse Hell Deep 
Brown   ↑ 

Smokey  
Grey   ↑ 

Most 
Worse Hell 

Jet  
Black    ↑ 

Matt 
Black   ↑ 


